Hardin News from the Home Front 2009:

Wow! It has been a whirlwind since last December! Where to begin…  April 1st came before we knew it and Abigail’s book was finally in print! To order go to (www.pecanrowpress.com). Such a dream, accomplishment and mission all wrapped up in one! So much to sum up but she is actively traveling and promoting her book and non-profit foundation all over! She has now read her book to over 4000 children and spoken to civic groups, business leaders, educators etc. about the importance of developing character. Her focus on children and her book is part of strengthening character by promoting respect, compassion and empathy. The foundation and its’ expansion has been a full time job for the family – not just Abigail. With Audrey’s Public Relations skills and graphic design work the foundation entered the “high tech” world of mass marketing. Check it out: www.openmyeyesfoundaation.org  to learn more! We have even commemorated this year by wearing the colors of the foundation in our Christmas picture! So much of Abigail’s sense of mission was realized when she was honored as one of four national honorees for the Patient of Courage award held in Seattle Washington. She was humbled to tears as she stood before 3000 plastic surgeons giving her a standing ovation. She never knew her dream to just make it easier for one child with difference would lead to this! To see interview go to www.youtube.com/aspsplasticsurgery  

Audrey graduated with honors from Mississippi State University in May and wept as she thought of the years of God’s faithfulness to give her years of amazing ministry, friends who walked with her all the way and preparation to be qualified in so many areas of life. She headed for NYC and an internship with an amazing photographer for the summer. She learned so much and loved being a part of their family! She returned for a brief time before she traveled to Germany to consider being a part of a team to help launch a ministry to artists that reaches out to the secular European culture.  She has agreed to do freelance work for now to help them launch a publicity campaign with the possibility of going for a longer stay in the future. After she got back a friend of ours who is a director of a Miss Mississippi Pageant talked Audrey into doing his pageant with only 3 days notice to help him with his attendance. We were blown away by her performance on stage and finishing as 1st alternate! We just can’t get away from this hobby! Presently, we have talked her into staying with us until this summer to help launch and finish several projects. Though if you are looking for one of the most amazing young women with a heart for God and an unsurpassed work ethic who has every known artistic talent – Graphics, photography, painting, Interior design, Chef, Party Planning, Floral design, Organizer, etc. and of course her formalized training in Public Relation – just email us for a resume… she is open to moving wherever the wind blows!!  

In the area of great accomplishments, Phil sent off his completed manuscript for his first book to two significant publishers. Though he had initially planned to just publish for his local ministry, he was encouraged by editors and published authors to consider aiming at a bigger market! So it is exciting to see where it all leads! 

As for Karla – yes… the true “mom” ager... Using her supportive skills for all her talented family she helps promote, edit, and email etc to keep up all the plates in the air! 

And lastly, notice our great new additions to the family! “Duke” the ‘man-dog’ as we lovingly call him rounded off this entirely too female house for Phil. Duke was rescued from LA and has been the dog that could be the next “Lassie”. He loves Phil and they of course do the manly bonding…  And Tebow – Audrey’s new corgi puppy, certainly has honored not her great-grandmother, whose nick name was Tebow, but she has managed to ruffle both Phil and Abigail...  Can we say Florida is a dirty word here... But the great joy he adds overrides those long held rivalries!

All in all, life has been full. And we, like you, can say there have been great challenges and great joys, great losses and great growth.  But as we look forward to another year of this “mix” of bitter sweet, we know just as Revelations points out that in the kingdom to come there is no day and night, . .and likewise, in God’s economy, sorrow and joy can equally produce everlasting change in us! Please join us in claiming the truth of Romans 5:5 which remind us that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us. May we all embrace this mystery of life-changing contrast that put a King in a stable.

